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South Sudanese children queue for food. 

  

In today’s political climate, many of us are so caught up in our Anglo-centric view of the world that we fail 

to see current affairs from a global perspective. While the issues facing western countries may seem 

significant, sometimes we need to look to developing countries to gain a relative idea of an event’s 

importance. In both North and South Sudan, Civil War is devastating the lives of millions of people. The 

people currently face huge hardship partly brought on by their government’s disregard for the human 

rights of their citizens. 

  

Darfur is a region encompassing five states situated on the western side of The Republic of Sudan. Conflict 

started in Darfur in 2003 between rebel groups and the Sudanese government. The rebels, Justice and 

Equality Movement (JEM) and Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM), accused the government of 

persecuting the non-Arab population in Darfur and the government of President Omar Al-Bashir reacted 

by killing hundreds of non-Arabs. 

  

The Sudanese military, police and militant group Janjaweed have targeted not only the rebel groups JEM 

and SLM but also any local populations that are perceived as supporters of the government opposition. 

Many villages have been destroyed and hundreds of thousands of civilians have been killed, either 

through war or by the starvation and disease that runs rife. 



  

In 2016 the government began launching attacks on the Jebel Marra region and evidence has emerged of 

chemical warfare being waged on 32 villages in the area. Amnesty International have started 

investigating the atrocities, interviewing local people and taking satellite images of villages affected by 

bombing. They estimate over 200 people have died from exposure to chemical weapons, a high 

percentage of which were children. 

  

Testimonies from local people reveal horrible details that heavily suggest the use of chemical weapons 

e.g. bombs exploding in mid-air and releasing smoke that changed colour. Victims of the attacks have 

reported vomiting up blood, diarrhoea, coughing, unconsciousness, blistering, skin discolouration, 

itchiness, uncontrollable shaking, temporary muscle paralysis and death. These symptoms and pictures 

gathered of wounds, swellings and blisters support the allegations of chemical weapons being deployed. 

  

Over the border in South Sudan more conflict is causing further suffering. Since breaking away from 

Sudan in 2011, South Sudan has seen its own civil war. 

 


